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RERERIRE . KR, BaERER 2 Pl RER g £ .
BRI AR, T gk DU AT B B AT AN AT,

7 FBE AT A R BRI E AT B R AT & B A P B S IS, LM,
ZERHmMEERE (CT, DT) RO, EmEE RS E2REREE, HEEA
FEHREE IR R AT,

28 (R (R 2 el R PR AR RS R/ INE 1997 4281 2003 I,

PP - [LHFE (2002) FHERERHEL I3 PR AR H 45 Bt FiT Al 75 PR B B 2 B i1
FREERE R AR B E AR, R EPE120% A ER (BRRREFESRKER7,310
K, BAEZRTARES 121,483 K)o
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Bt AR RN FHOSUIZH  AURRLI BIREREH ZUREREZH

12xxxxxxxx  HBE@BERE 1997/7/1 1999/6/30  fEEEERE 1997/7/1 1999/6/30
12xxxxxxxx @B 1998/9/1 2000/8/31  frREEER: 1998/7/1 2000/6/30
12xxxxxxxx  HBE@BERE 2000/7/1 2002/6/30  fFEEEERE 2000/7/1 2002/6/30

|

s BERMEAOE  REONER TR
1997 1269850428  HUELEREE Ay
1998 1269850428  WiEEpe AraEbE
1999 1269850428  WmIELE Aok
2000 1269850428  HuMERSRE  ArS b

2: EARERE A Al

33 BJBFIERAENSE

R EEE, & TERR &R — A A Bkt BET
ERESEFEYH, CRERERERBED [SEEM A ERER
BA | BRI, A SO A, Eal R WA AR, ', &
H I AR EORMERY, T B IR IK [ 218 S S A BIERR N |, (o A IERE & 8
SHEREERIN, BAREMEEEHET (5 . BOME, &b
FrEAERIE, BRECATUEBAL, ERRBR AR E A, e E B
PR A, EUREERBHEATREEREANER, K1, A
RERASME, EEEERLAHIE (1 1-2%) ML EREE LS,
R EHERN AL S, B GHBEIITERT

HR, E&FERHEE R, HREARE %ﬁ% ERAERBIR,
BAFIER ERERT TR HE, MR R E R B RE R, EHEF B H
TERNRHER. HPEIERERR BB a7 o8N, B
EG B REAE M S s I A, WEp H RO IREE,
FRBREREONAFE D, LB ESERE R,

3.4 SEFREER
M ERE R ERIR S, — LB B IR R, FAbe A AT AR SR T 5
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DL, BRI R REAS B, LUK R R R IR RESF 19 (3 2 BT, 38
LER BB Z MERR T T EIRFTFERITE S, LAERH SR BHR IR ERIR
AT, SR, BB E 2 BIER, WIEBRKRE A e 2. A, EH
BRI P i A LA AR R R R R IR . 55 T IR BRI 8, &
ISR E KL R/ sE, — BRI e TR, 55— JERItE2 s AR

3.4.1 FREZkRRT

ERERET, BRI RBEREEY, BEAEENTEREZIMIE
RE RS EENTE, B EEENHARE, EhRmEAEREH
Hh, EECEREL BT AT PR TE AR SR, B BE P AT e B8 IR 7 SR AU T S5 A g A A
BEFEERZ. HEE, HRE A — LA G R SR B R G e
o BRBIZRER, WHIEE ] 8 BB A A 7S SR AR B G S, #5 el
PR, SR —E EBEARIBTAT. JRIK, UK BHBE, # LA
EFAEHN TSRS ERER KL, RERRBEIARN (TER
B A R A CHEE TR BUS A 18 S A 8ER P8 A RS, &l
AR TR N O BRIt 2 B, 38 LB F R R NSRRI A D548, v] AR
BEFHENEER K, EREENE, AHEE LOERE TS E SN
FHEEFLMEAEZR, BMEAFREADER ARG ERRR BH#E
HHEH 1990 F12000 /) F O L AE R, BE AN FE A DBHRIE,!

3.42 TWiEZRE

I RV FERSMEE R, EBRD2 R BRI A s B R i
PR ER PR E S 2 (IS EE, FRIEERERRBIHE, Ekef

SO (2003) 7EE R FEFHE T BIUIHE 17% 18 R EIEH B R P g
BRI,

SR E O A TR M S (htep://www.moi.gov.tw/stat/index.asp); (H#ERE
B EIME A DR ) AAERAMEHES (heep://www.dgbas.gov.tw/Ip.asp?ctNode=3273&
CtUnit=384&BaseDSD=7),

S ERR A e B B R AT E TR T & b, A0 R RN Ak, —
ER— AR E R E,



130 EHE

HIMRE L R, EEREBRREISEERBEER R FAR
BRE, BRE L AR ER. BEIME, sEADRFERZEA QRS RE
AR, TR R R R R S R e Em E SR RIS, AR B RHAE
fo#k T RIRANRRSHE, HEMENRRAKRR, FralEdERrS T
M5, RRSHENFE SR REY; B, HREEAREANRTR,
AR B AL FrE R BRI ZE A P REFE RV R SR — B8, E5E (ERA £R, 7T DURE
R RAREER Rk, B LSRRG R RER QRE), Z&K
FRTB A IS UL, HHIEE ] LA TR | HEl s B RS IR DL, FHRE—4
B AR R, BERUOR RE B IR £ B AU SMER KL, BREMBIRET S HHTE
[EiE2):0E7 L1

4 BEBHIRE
41 WHREE

BN R AIERAR, FrL JE ey INEI R E. AEEHEEN—EH
FLE B (Lien et al., 20006), ZF A 3B AR wif ol [ g s PR #R R 38
EF9E+E, R TRTSHRPHEREANSE L2 E, EEEERE
BISEEF %ot am, SR EER RN — ALWHAREHTEHS, §
HERERE [BHRFE ] (Medical Arm Race), ¥INEEREEEHH, AR
BEEREME (Robinson and Luft, 1985, 1987); tHK A, B 5EE
TS HR PSRRI [ RiE] B, BREREREASUGERRLE
(Dranove et al., 1992, 1993; Town and Vistnes, 2001),

BTEETSHFHEREANGENZE, HF%#EE1996-2002
FEE P EERREA, LB RRFREETS THERE NG E. 7
B b, FIAR AR 1 E BRI ERNZEC R, (iR INE
115 TEE M b, FI R ESE AR E REREE A A 1 ERFIERS
ZH, (FREIERAEREE. I, BTHEE BAERE] WEE #
— &b BRI £ & A SR R B g, DR E 2V RAIHRAE
ST R AR S SR E RS, NELRENE M.

SSHBR (2003) BRBUFHEHE, B8P ERURER FERTKEHERE, 3
e e S R i DURUS R TS AR, DA B3 5T LA DU AR en B kY
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R EEREEN, NS —EERETESRPEENEE, £
— TS H S ER SO, & F RIEIERE K8 (Hirschman-Herfindahl
index, fEjf8 HHI), B E R THHH&HFE B TIGZEF R, B% HHI

FRES IR E @R TR K, TR e Tim BB A 5. B EERR,
e Rl 2 R R SR AU, TR BB B OR B — S FERE R B R . £
PRI, WEEkR A E P (Variable-Radius Measure), DABE T b Al
75% HRE B R KRB R R, E R B ERFLE T35, BN B iRS
MBABFE, A RIPEEERBFE, BTSSR BRhe ey - R R EL
Rt EBEATiibZR LK HHI #5842,

&3 71| B Fe i & L. F i 3 mT 4N, SEMERR R 6 T A AR E
FHEMZ AR E RIS NEERERMES BIEMZ2E AR (CD), Fbt
ZHifE (DD), EEE S (DO), BeFrERRIBT AT A& K £/ (HOSB),
JRAE (BED), LR ARERME (ID). 7 ELEBE AEEEESE
WAMGTERRE H; BB aiE & CT fl MRIACE; 538K R b
FREL AR E A A 8 PR B B PN B B i M2 S8 R DR A HE 155 R S (R A 3R
= EAERE R RS DARE AR DUt E &k Bt B R R A DAL E
E ISR —E FRBE IR N OISR iR, DUECEEmERRME, BTHE
HA RS E R A HE, K — @R T HE /M.

42 WRERSER
421 BBEREME, FEPERA

W E—F 2 ERERE AER R RRZE TS E H ER R, HEwRE
BIKRERE o R REEFE (ICDY ZETRES: =15 434; A-
Codef A292 k. A293) MM EHE ICD9 2ZE Ui ’i =15 430,
431; A-Code B A291), B TRIERBERBREEZRREE, BAREHNT
R, IREIE A ERERT 1 R G R A

Mg T BB, RATREERS B, HEEREYE (Fixed-Radius Measure), BRI

RS9 /a5, 5% R Phibbs and Robinson (1993) 1 Gresenz et al. (2004), Kessler
and McClellan (2000) F8F3E 4 /7 EEAT 2E 42375, BB IR A kST B R Um TR B B e
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PAE 15 S I——

[(UNEL:® 4@ area_no_| h
iy N

e | .
(BED - HOSB) i i i fee ym

e i appl_type e i
il o hospid L | B
(DD - CD) i appl_date (DO)
T REEA DR [ ST | case_type
" L‘%Dz)tﬁﬂ' L d i seqno

SMERELE
(FELCAE)

[ 3: msm s ERE AR EORZE CAhEYR AR

422 SEREATEREEFNRKE, IS8k

ERRRED, B nETHEERAG. BTIEEREE (A
SeRsE, BRnFrE, BerTER) ABERTAAE (RIRE0, 158 RIS & B R AR A
BeprBEAER EREMEE R, HChi TR E M E & HE R DA A
FIEE H R EERERAR 3, IR E TR R Fr (RS A B ABERE R (£, R) Bl
] B IE R R B A o

423 WPIZERE, SIRERER

F R B e i 2 R ] £ MR BE SR, B FIRT R R (E I,
AHERRGRERERE. SHERRERERERN, A E R ER AT
EE‘FH 0 RIE AR EDER I ERNFIEZE M, R TEXERE RS,

R P R AR B B BB ERE R AL FIRSE AR, aEst &
JR 1R ERE .

424 SEHEREDE SIESEERBEA

EEHEAERE MRI A1 CT (EAMEEH, AlERERBNREE SRS

35 LR AR A S22 B0 P AT RE RO AR B8 T B, BB — (kP A (B RO 8R, S AT
SRS, BT O B R H IR H SRR, R bR M, Al
R EBRAG S B iR ERRT, AT e BB HNBERRE.
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MRI 1 CT B9ESHE (MRI £ 33084A. 33084B. 33085A. 33085B;
CT £ 33067B-33072B. 33098B. 36021C. 37043C. 37044C), 7E£Ft
BEoEtESEEABES, LHkEGES, REHEEESTNER
MRS, Dk R E . SRR R RN &R SR A T e
#HERA,

425 SBHBRIE ISBE (TIF) %58

BAAW e i AR T R sl B BT R . SRS IR RIS HE R
BEYEE (TIF) ERSRBSBE R FTE%RsR. Bep FTERRSRE i B be e
AER RIS, LERMENERENEE (TF) 8. mRREER
A B BERC R R R, (EREE AR RAEIUE B RARSR. ORI
MR AILE LR REN, MFRREREECHR AR, BRI
REIEHY R R AR RORARSR, IR AR B I, E R RAFIRRA
AR AR R — 03, AR REAN REHE M AMERRAFRRAILR
JEAE, BB REARRIETHE, REANRRERLAS RS2 ERE
£ (T1F) 88,

P FEH ER F = EGRARmE E R BE B (TIF) M8 56—, BEEmR
AERRBRRAE CERECHE. SE R DRER B RARBIR A B AR
— IR B, EERREANRLEEREZEE, EAD, URERR.
EERRATEG TIERAL, DUk FREFTEMHEN FREBHBRREA
PR, ] DARE PRI OR N3 PRI SN A B P RE R SARART; 2810, BAHE LAl
R R AR EER FREFTERIARE, 7T SR AR R RPN SR
BEVREE (TIF) %05, BRI RIS Sl B iR, M AR
REEEEAEER SO BR R, —& 5, PRERFERREISIIERR
B URERBNEAMELN S, AR R MBS RIS ERER 50
B SEREGAF R 8 G5 B R AT B A Rk,

426 SBEHCEREE, STEMEBIERER HHI 1818

EEEEE AR, TFTARREEE (T0E) BRSNIE e i A FE AR
15, EtEE—rhEpE St B R, S TITAR BB B, A



134 B

LARBeFr Eo 2 75% H AR R st B IR ST E R T S, E— S
B SN AGE TR TG2S, MIRZbeAT HHI 1515,

427 SBBADE RSEEADR

RBABEFFREER, B FOEEESR, UEHE RO A DR
fis, DARIS M 8 B st B R TR R ISME, Fle A jBE mT REZIE B ARSIARSR, 7247
RO AT — B A T (104 8) BB ERAD R, (FREEE.

4238 SBEIETE RSREER

EREBRME, Al ERE AR RS, DEHRRE 1 EAR 1
FRFELE AR, HRERE RAEDEREAECES, — R EEEaTH
Bto BLERSY BRI BB IR R 1 BT T

4.3 FURARET

BT EE AR AR AN, R38R T 1997 F 2001 F A
RIGEHETHRERIBEEE, DIRR BB R, 1996 F AR ML
TEATHE T ER R GBE 1 ERGHR); MR, 2002 FKBHRER
RERTE 1 FARIFECAETHER R 1 R EBIL).

MR IGREAA, BRiEE | EEFHRBEENE3E4EA, EHEE
B & HE M 236 LA S, FEME, PEFREUBEES, Fik
5 67.45%, b /4 B Him et E, HemRzetttm. 7R EEER
2/3 BRI AR RUBERZERIE (RIREL 300 FRLL L), 75 10% K B2 F /NI 5
BE (RIRE100 RLAT). RSB, REIERERED SRS, B
BT R A 10 0L - EGE B, Frkbx B R LBl K B kb fl, LSS
BEE B 2R3, $U 20% Bt RE ERR HIHHERR, (EER5% WK BZRE,
PR ERE P ERENESE (TUF) 88, KRR B E R
T HHERR; R RIS, B 10% KA & Rt B IR 68 HEbR. B
ARG B A B SR ER &, MR RABENRE—
4, AT, EEBPEAIR B L, Xk REE KIEFEBE .
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£ 3: PR ERAD T (RPBEAEH)

1
wEE - PHERR .- BF - HE
ANEERE Mk, B4 EIES: EEHERE
BB AN A 10 fEHE HHsE Bson
WAER FREILAE &R HR
1997 277 219 218 217
1998 268 208 208 208
1999 263 210 210 210
2000 265 216 216 216
2001 257 210 210 210
BB
R - PHERR - BF - HEE
ANEH% Mk, B4 EIE3 EHERE
HEEREAN B 10 {EH R HE Bson
WAEA REIAE ‘A HRA
1997 32.610 32,278 17,333 15,214
1998 34,277 33,921 18,128 15,939
1999 35,794 35,484 48,879 16,554
2000 38,173 37,901 20,392 18,069
2001 40,097 39,743 22,107 19,567
PR B RIBRE R
ERERE - PHERRE - BHEF ... HRt
BEBR ME, H1%5E EE3= B
HEEBEAN B 10 @& FHsE Bson
WAER REIA R AR HR
JEAR
H i PR 25.7% 25.7% 25.1% 24.4%
B 58.0% 58.0% 61.5% 61.9%
S ) 67.4 67.4 68.0 68.1
BEBER
JRIREL (0-100) 11.6% 11.0% 11.5% 12.1%
R (100-300) 22.2% 22.3% 22.5% 24.5%
FRE (300+) 66.1% 66.7% 65.0% 63.4%
LB 28.1% 27.7% 29.4% 30.7%
YN 47.2% 47.5% 45.8% 44.5%
AR 24.7% 24.8% 24.7% 24.8%

135
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F 4: PEEATSEREEE

1997—
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2001
HHI (BEREPR: 75 4k
HALE 0.160 0.163 0.170 0.174 0.199  21.1%
Tg{E 0.218 0.233 0.235 0.236 0.253  15.8%
(0.183)  (0.176)  (0.187)  (0.183)  (0.189)
HHI (Z%1557)
IR 66.94%  62.45% 58.05% 54.38%  49.61% —25.9%
HEE 1932%  2045% 26.01% 29.39%  32.99% 70.8%
[ L) s 13.74%  17.10% 15.94% 16.23% 17.40% 26.6%
ERABEEE,

F4 LML IR BFTAERBR HHI 512, MRiAT, BEEERL
BN 75% R BRI RSB IR EEE R B TS B R e B AR, R4k
&, HHI $EE N am2 P A BT %, AR EAE FEEs, Kikta
ERRTNSEHARE CMET LR RBESE, BTE-FoImELEFE
EEEMLIET, R4KESE HHI 41 (1997-2001) E—F RSB =HH: &
e, mEEF, DIk EEE ., EEEE 7T A, B ER B EEEF
M5B ZIRE HIEZFE TR, AR 2 UK & EEF TS,

x5 KR RE RS EEER AR ERERRS, TIME, £HEM
FREEREHRRY: EHERS, MEREARENEHEHERTE
A, BE & RERRESENEERERAKRNAE, £RE LE, &
AR S A — 3, BEFENSTRBERSNERLCE, AIEFK
ERRIPECE, ERPERERME L, THETFENZETREREH
LRI,

5 AR R BB R EREE. FENSESTMES. HEp
(TS E R ERANERT, L% PS5 ET BRI BB % PRI FUEEN,
FEERER (FBHRER), BrEdmhihz KSR, EEBEE R
BRIEARE A DB R AR E ST, B 7 EALA
FI7E20 BLAT; MHIRHY, L& TGS B RAY B, HARL A 80E 6 %
1E20 8 A\ DL E, BR i KBS e (Rar AR BUS R BB R B = E T %
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& 5: AR A KT SR T K8 Z BUIHET

M5 EE
= H &
K RIEC R
LEAFC 2R 0.102 0.107 0.123
1B 3R 0.234 0.230 0.227
R % H A 37,342 45,596 62,304
(58,794)  (68,330)  (83,853)
R 1 ERTH 134,420 147,790 163,995
(210,764)  (230,940) (234,732)
bt
TER R
FAITBERE 36.5% 37.1% 26.5%
EANERE 38.4% 32.4% 51.6%
ARVA-1 25.1% 30.5% 21.9%
FesER
Hi e B Fe 66.9% 45.0% 11.5%
[ BB 29.1% 50.6% 38.7%
2L 4.1% 4.4% 49.8%
B
FREL (0-100) 24.4% 16.9% 6.6%
R R EL (100-300) 51.1% 35.1% 12.4%
RIREL (300+) 24.5% 48.0% 81.0%
RNFFE
HRSL A (/0000, 10km)
(20-) 69.0% 49.5% 40.0%
(20-50) 15.2% 27.6% 26.5%
(50-200) 10.8% 15.0% 18.0%
(200+) 5.0% 7.9% 15.4%
PNmESZETil Sz
B 61.1% 61.7% 62.2%
il (< 50) 7.1% 7.6% 11.1%
i (50-60) 10.2% 11.7% 15.0%
s (60-70) 29.6% 29.5% 31.3%

HETR
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AELE
MG ERE
= s &

FEH# (70-80) 38.2% 37.4% 31.8%
EE (> 80) 14.9% 13.8% 10.8%
H 171 R 18.5% 20.3% 27.8%
A —4E R 0.5825 0.5757 0.4898
(1.160) (1.168) (0.977)
Mi—FEFEREZH 1.8221 1.8314 1.6945
(0000) (7.982) (6.581) (5.999)
Ai—EM2 X 2.6762 2.9269 3.0623
(°0000) (5.396) (6.017) (6.307)
HEE 49,282 22,271 13,790

RN S HERR,

a T HE WGEREEYEREHITI (2001 F=100),

FER RTHBANSE L, 201178 Rl R ik I — i 2 — (R sE e,
bR T —fikH ARYMRIFEACS, RO BB HRE KRR R, LU, R
ERHE 6 A — o ISR B R T . A AR 18
* | BEAA, (FRRREEREN—EER. &5EMIHRERE 1F
NI HIERREF, DU S ER R REG 8L TR BB R
B, ATE Bt R R ERTR R R E . BRI, RS
S EERREEE FBRENMZ I, IREEERRE, B
RESJE T B IRAY nT LM R BB AR BT 45 SR v B KR S, B8
ESHFIHERER, AMEEREMZ2H. MELMZHEE, AR
T EBEREES.

PRI

o

5

H&REREUE, MFEHZFE R RVEREH—E2EEERTR
REEE, R RRME LR T, BRRHY 2 IR B ANE P S v
HIRE, WA, BRR—THE. B=N2EENEREH TR, Mt
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LR, AT S LR RRIRR, B2 B R iEd. A,
£ BB R A0 B SR AR R, R G EANRE, MMcEER
HIRKCE, RETTRVRRBOR, DAL E A R 2R, BRE 4 2R
— KBk,

AXEAR—ERREFIREN AR, NiEE RERE R ER B
FOBRES, 6 IR AR, DUR ATRERIFR . HPMER BRI RER,
BERS, ——MEEEA [RET R WEE EERBESEREN,
HRREHESBEATER: BRAE. B, DIEELRERE; HiRE
TEREMEEERERAT MR, RESTMERER, KIREAEE,
ARARHE L TR RE R, DUk & T &R LS AGE T E R
O &, BT RARRERAVEE, &R SRR
TR. ik, BEREREREFMERRENER, EFRME—EH
FE, BERFTEE RE LB R, — 4 Sl —EE SR TEE kL

—(EEEEEMIMEREREMNBRREHNELESRIRA. #

DN ERBIAE, METEEHEEHEE D, OHERERRAEE R
‘A —iRIME, HRAEER A ], MEFRERTERERE—LH
Rk, AIEIE— Lo BV ERE P AR B R, &5, BRE K
B GE T RSB RN, MR T BT Ebe s B AR ARG
BRI BN T, DURGE AN FE R & @R e RIS R
o MHBPBINN T L RN ARIRP SRR HEER, BaRERMtTAE
BT, BER BT, MREERE, DU B, MR A ALEEES i
HPTE MR RITHILE (Lichtenberg, 1996), B2 T4 B 426 15 4%
% (Duggan, 2005; Lichtenberg, 2001),

B, BRERELH T CBRZ B EA. HEPBRIEEEH
B EFBERE, BREMERVBEEGRNARBMITREER,. B
DB 2B BRG], BERRREFE—ER XM E—EFwmER
(Birkmeyer et al., 1999; Epstein, 2002; Gowrisankaran et al., 2006; Ho,
2002; Luft et al., 1979, 1987); HR, BHLELBIRFE, ELURENRE
BERAZEER (school effect), [ YIEE (peer effect), B 22 (learning by
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doing), R L IME B AR B R (Mary et al., 2006), ERERIEAEIE
B LR ERTE T,

B, TEBREI0FEF, B TRAIERE HAKE, BRREHET R
SR B R, B, B RS RBINBUR (Wmikatil), Bz
TH24 WREHE), BEAIRGENE WHEBEE). B Lgs
HIBURBCR, MERERRHEHMBIR 2%, BEEAEREHEE REFTBORN
HERER, TEFEZENERE R S BRI R E R,

BT BRE=EA N, BT SEEEEFERERERKS . H
AEZBR A NSRS, kSt A v e —— il EXERNRE,
EERPASER BN S, (F—FEEH 3 B P EHRIMRE, #
ERA SR,

=)

MHAZE - {LHSE (2002), “Z R R R 20 & BHE AR FE AR,
(BEEE), 21(2), 150-155.

R4 (2004a), “HHETE SRR, (R4, 2004410 H16H.

(2004b), “BHFEH HEEE REBRKA”, (REH), 2004
F£7H9H,

AR - Jok R - R - B0 - B4 - RIAIE - IRBE - BEIE - RE
B (2003), ‘B REFEFAMALE | 2 FEHET. AR PITHRERER
ANCURE”, (BEERR), 22, 419-430,

FHER - EEH (2000), ‘BB, BEBS — SEIMIGETGENT
BT RS, (R CGET)), 8%,

[BHi% - SXAZE (2003), “SEEEE BRI EEEME R EN BT, (G
EHIS2), 14, 113-132,

MM (2003), “EERE EHEASTGEEEREREHEBCRA,
Bl DOH90-NH-017, R R B E,

SOB il R R E R S A R R, B AR 26, B
MIEME S (htep://www.nhri.org.tw/nhird/talk_02.php).
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Since the inception of National Health Insurance in 1995, Taiwan has accu-
mulated a decade of National Health Insurance Data (NHID). This data can
assist the health authority to learn to help control the rising health spend-
ing. From a researcher’s perspective, this paper discusses advantages and dis-
advantages, possibilities and restrictions, as well as principles and skills for
using NHID. I first show the strength and weakness of NHID by compar-
ing NHID with other important health data sets in Taiwan. Because NHID
consists of many data files, I regroup these files into three sub-databases
based on each file’s specific role: expenditures, medical orders, and basic
characteristics of patients, providers and physicians. Then I describe the
rules concerning how to analyze each sub-database, how to merge files from
two different sub-databases, and how to connect NHID with other non-
health data. Finally, I use a research example to explain in detail the process
of data construction, and discuss directions of future research.
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