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....to help college students become intentional learners who can adapt to new environments, integrate
knowledge from different sources, and continue learning throughout their lives. To thrive in a complex
world, these intentional learners should also become:

EMPOWERED through the mastery of intellectual and practical skills...

INFORMED by knowledge about the natural and social worlds and about forms of inquiry basic to these
studies.....

RESPONSIBLE for their personal actions and for civic values....

The empowered learner. The intellectual and practical skills that students need are extensive, ophisticated,
and expanding with the explosion of new technologies.The informed learner. While intellectual and
practical skills are essential, so is a deeper understanding of the world students inherit, as human beings
and as contributing citizens. This knowledge extends beyond core concepts to include ways of
investigating human society and the natural world. The responsible learner. The integrity of a democratic
society depends on citizens' sense of social responsibility and ethical judgment.

Taken together, these outcomes form the core of a twenty-first century liberal education—Iiberal not in
any political sense, but in terms of liberating and opening the mind, and of preparing students for
responsible action. The panel calls for a new national commitment to provide an excellent liberal
education to all students, not just those attending elite institutions and not just those studying traditional
arts and sciences disciplines. Professional studies—such as business, education, health sciences,
technologies—should also be approached as liberal education.

In this spirit, the report urges an end to the traditional, artificial distinctions between liberal and practical
education. Liberal education in all fields will have the strongest impact when studies look beyond the
classroom to the world's major questions, asking students to apply their developing analytical skills and
ethical judgment to significant problems in the world around them. By valuing cooperative as well as
individual performance, diversity as a resource for learning, real solutions to unscripted problems, and
creativity as well as critical thinking, this newly pragmatic liberal education will both prepare students for
a dynamic economy and build civic capacity at home and abroad.

ded 2 g AP R TURRT A ) He R R RS LT 2 R

(1) The empowered learner. The intellectual and practical skills that students need are
extensive, ophisticated, and expanding with the explosion of new technologies.

(2) The informed learner. While intellectual and practical skills are essential, so is a deeper
understanding of the world students inherit, as human beings and as contributing citizens.
This knowledge extends beyond core concepts to include ways of investigating human
society and the natural world.

(3) The responsible learner. The integrity of a democratic society depends on citizens' sense
of social responsibility and ethical judgment.

%% Business Higher-Education Forum. 1999. Spanning the Chasm: A Blueprint for Action. Washington,
DC: American Council on Education-National Alliance of Business °

* 4% Thomas Ehrlich. 2000. Measuring Up 2000. San Jose, CA and Washington, DC: National Center for
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Public Policy and Higher Education. p. 177 °

A AR v BRST R  BdeE B L Association of American Colleges. 1985. Integrity in the
College Curriculum. Washington, DC. p. 2

AP B #7 7 3 L Clifford Adelman. 1991. Answers in the Tool Box: Academic Integrity, Attendance
Patterns, and Bachelor's Degree Attainment. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office °

T AERELELE DL Tt GBS ikt E 34 0 4wAAC&U hGreater Expectations
Leadership Institutions national competition in 2000 #73i% 2160 16 #1782 » 3F 5 F (Fag izt 02 K
Bz H o 7 L See www.aacu.org/gex/Consortium/consortium.cfm °

JLER > %% AAC&U 1991. The Challenge of Connecting Learning: Project on Liberal Learning,
Study-in-Depth, and the Arts and Sciences Major. Washington, DC o

’ #p M AT 7 ¥ %% George D. Kuh. Assessing what really matters to student learning: Inside the National
Survey of Student Engagement Change °

VOARATAY| R Ao d v A o R ETAF R §% 5 EchE M2 LY fircedTAYR -
2 AAC&U % the Council of Graduate Schools #74 I & 4 ¢ the Preparing Future Faculty
Program - » 3% Jerry Gaff, Anne S. Pruitt-Logan, Richard A. Weibl, et al. 2000. Building the Faculty

We Need:
Colleges and Universities Working Together. Washington, DC: AAC&U -
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